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Chairman’s Corner by Tony Simons
At last there is a glimmer of hope the weather is starting to warm 
up, well there was, for a week or so. I was tempted out to one of 
Dave’s fast Electric tuning sessions on a very pleasant Saturday. 
I noted that we are very fortunate in having a secluded spot with 
car parking a few steps from the water's edge with our own 
rescue boat and associated items stored permanently on site. 
Many would envy us.
A meeting with our host Hi5 this February confirmed we can 
continue to leave the marker buoys out for the foreseeable future 
also that the owner of the hotel has no plans this coming year to 
renovate any of the buildings. There is a possibility that there 
may be a small number of swimming events taking place from 
the area we use but they are expected to be finished by 10am.
In April we will have a “Club Sunday” to present prizes to last 
year's competition winners plus a small number of specialty 
awards for other boat related talents. The date will be decided by 
good weather.
The calendar of organised events commences in April but there 
are many days between them. If you wish to try your models, 
even on an organised day, you are welcome but please respect 
the main event and find clear water away from a course or wait 
for the tea breaks.
As a member of our club, you also have access to a pool of 
specialist talent, if you need help, please ask around there is 
usually an answer to most problems/challenges.
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Dates for your diary 
• Sun 3rd April              Round 0                    

Yachting                          
Fiesta/Victoria       10am > 1pm 
Handicap(Any yacht)1pm>4pm 
Tune up & Trial of new course

• Wed 6th April               10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sat 9th April               Round 0 
Tugs & Scale        10am > 4pm 
Free sailing & Competition

• Wed 13th April             10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome                                   

• Sun 17th April           Round 0 
Yachting                                
DF95                    10am > 1pm 
IOM                        1pm > 4pm 
Tune up &Trial of new course

• Wed 20th April             10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
If you are reading this and you have not already renewed please 
don’t forget because your membership expired at the end of 
March! The easiest way, if there are no changes to your details, 
is to send the requisite amount to the MTMBC Bank account by 
direct transfer and drop an email confirming you have paid to our 
Treasurer Peter Butler at ox119py.mtmbc@gmail.com
Grounds maintenance
Hi5 have indicated to the hotel owner that they will be keeping 
the entrance and parking areas in good order. The implication 
being we do the same in the area we use. It hasn’t been an 
onerous task so far but like anywhere involving plants there 
needs to be a gentle push back or they take over. 

In an effort to make it easy to 
keep our area tidy we will 
have a trailer that can be 
towed from our area to the 
compost heap. It will not be a 
road trailer and it will not look 
nice in the hope that it does 
not appear attractive to 
thieves. A wooden floor and 
wire net sides are still to be 
fitted. Functional is how I 
would describe it.  Each time 
you visit please put any stray 
leaves, twigs, bramble 

cuttings etc into this trailer. It can be emptied periodically onto a 
compost heap located at the rear of the main carpark area. If 
anyone with a tow bar helps with this it becomes a case of many 
hands make light work.
Stable access to the water
There is a fixed platform in 
construction that will be in 
addition to the existing pontoon 
providing additional frontage 
as well as catering for 
members who do not feel 
comfortable with the pontoon 
moving.  
This is 85% complete and I will 
announce a date for a work 
party to unload and float it into 
position before setting the legs 
to a height suitable for our use.
The wooden pre-existing 
platform requires reinforcing verging on replacement if anyone 
has access to short scaffolding tubes (legally) approx. 4’ long we 
have a need for eight please contact me. 
As ever because of the hidden location please continue to 
observe the two-person rule with one person having a working 
mobile phone and the 3 words to hand that identify the exact 
location of our area. If you're using the What 3 Words app on 
your phone, the exact location of the pontoon is at 
"hotel.face.barks".
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• Sat 23rd April                 Round 1 
F/E                            10am > 4pm 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races, 
Mono 1 & Run What Ya Brung 

• Wed 27th April                 10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sun 1st May                     10am > 
Potential Boat Show or open day 
To Be Announced

• Wed 4th May                    10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sun 8th May                   Round 1                    
Yachting                                          
Fiesta/Victoria           10am > 1pm 
Handicap(Any yacht)  1pm > 4pm

• Wed 11th May                  10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sat 14th May                  Round 1 
Tugs & Scale           10am > 4pm 
Free sailing & Competition

• Wed 18th May                  10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sun 22nd May               Round 1 
Yachting                                
DF95                        10am > 1pm 
IOM                            1pm > 4pm

• Wed 25th May                  10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sat 28th May                  Round 2 
F/E                            10am > 4pm 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races, 
Mono 1 & Run What Ya Brung

• Wed 1st June                   10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sun 5th June                  Round 2                    
Yachting                                          
Fiesta/Victoria           10am > 1pm 
Handicap(Any yacht)  1pm > 4pm

• Wed 8th June                  10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sat 11th June                 Round 2 
Tugs & Scale           10am > 4pm 
Free sailing & Competition

• Wed 15th June                10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

mailto:no_reply@apple.com


 Issue 174 April 2022

Vintage i.c. Motors 
The three motors pictured below have kindly been donated to 
the club by Devina and Nigel. If you would like any, or all of 
them, a nominal donation to club funds will secure them. Please 
contact Dave Parker if you are interested. All have been in 
storage since the 1970’s but they all turn over smoothly although 
a little stiffly. They may well require some TLC before attempting 
to run them.  

Above is a Gannet 15cc 4 stroke petrol engine. It is quite rare 
and if you want to know a little more about it you can follow this 
link to an interesting and informative article.  
http://modelenginenews.org/cardfile/gan_chinn.html 

These two glow plug motors we know nothing about except the 
larger GAN is approximately 15cc and the smaller one is 
approximately 10cc. 

Tony
Fast Electrics by Dave Parker
Rejuvenating a Rigger
This project was a first venture into Fast Electric Hydros having 
previously chosen not to build and race one because they are 
fragile and do not self right. However last year an opportunity 
presented itself to learn about setting one up and have some fun 
running these fastest of F/E boats.  
A Rigger is a hydroplane with a central tub and two front 
sponsons or ‘outriggers’ hence the commonly used abbreviation 
of Rigger. When at full speed it rides on the trailing edge of each 
sponson and the trailing edge of the tub and because very little 
of the boat is in the water the drag is lower and so it should be 
faster than a mono hull. 
The Assassin was second hand with some minor damage to the 
front of the tub. It was well built and pretty much intact. The 
‘Assassin’ was a successful rigger designed by Paul Williams 
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• Sun 19th June             Round 2 
Yachting                                
DF95                      10am > 1pm 
IOM                          1pm > 4pm 
22nd June             10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome

• Sat 25th June              Round 3 
F/E                         10am > 4pm 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races, 
Mono 1 & Run What Ya Brung 

• Wed 29th June             10am > 
Saga Sailing                               
All types of boat are welcome 

http://modelenginenews.org/cardfile/gan_chinn.html
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originally for 7 NiMH cells (8.4Volts) and a 540 geared brushed 
motor. The plans are still available and it featured in the Marine 
Modelling International magazine back in1996. 

It came to me fitted with a 3,633kv brushless motor, 80Amp ESC 
and 34mm diameter propeller.  
The damage to the front of the tub was repaired and the rear 
sponsons were dispensed with before a first test run. It was slow 
and the right sponson in particular tended to bounce making the 
boat unstable with a tendency to flip over. After initial testing was 
completed I studied whatever info I could glean on setting up 
Rigger hydroplanes. Numerous modifications and subsequent 
testing sessions resulted in a fast and stable model. The main 
modifications made are described in the table below. 
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Trading Post  

Trading Post is an area of 
Voice Pipe where members can 
advertise their model 
paraphernalia. So if you have 
any you would like to sell, 
swap, buy or just want 
something send contact 
details, brief description and 
a picture if possible to:- 
parker42@btinternet.com 

Free to a good home!

I am upgrading my R/C equipment 
and this Spektrum Dx6i DSM2 is 
available to anyone who can make 
good use of it. It is complete with 
Transmitter, 8 AR6200 receivers 
and instruction book. 
It is in good working order and 
good condition. The only minor 
niggle is that occasionally when 
pressing the roll switch to select a 
menu item it doesn’t make good 
contact the first time and a second 
press is needed.
Contact Dave Parker
Tel: 0118 9700162
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

—————————————————
Wanted 

Spektrum DSMX Receivers 4,5 or 
6 channel.

Contact Dave Parker
Tel: 0118 9700162
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

———————————————

Item Action Comment

Rear sponsons Removed Brushless motors & Lipo’s are 
lighter so these weren’t req.

Track (distance 
between inside 
edges of the 
sponsons)

Increased from 30% to 
60% of boat length

To provide stability & counteract 
torque effects

Tub & sponson 
boom security

PVC tape fixings 
replaced with ‘C’ 
clamps & screws.

Fixings kept pulling free in right 
hand turns with the centrifugal 
force.

Turn Fin Size tripled & blade 

re-profiled

To prevent sliding & lifting of the 
sponson when turning right.

Drive line depth & 
angle

Lifted the prop & set 
parallel with the 
planing surfaces

To help the rear of the tub out of 
the water & ensure all thrust is 
forward.

Brushless Motor 
3,633kV

Replaced with 3,580kv 
brushless

More efficient motor with better 
cooling

80Amp ESC Replaced with 
120Amp water cooled.

Better able to deal with the high 
current demand

34mm diameter 
propeller

Replaced with 36mm 
diameter

To increase speed

Batteries 3s ( 11.1V ) Lipo 
8,000mAh 100C

Used from my existing stock

Note the ‘C’ clamps securing the booms to the tub and the 
screws securing the sponsons to the booms. The re-profiled 

turn fin can also be seen attached to the right sponson

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
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At 8,000mAh and 100C the battery listed is overkill and gives 
about 9 minutes run time but a 3s 5,000mAh lipo 40C or better 
should give good performance for a typical 6 minute race. 

It has taken a while to overcome these challenges and get this 
rigger running well but it has been an interesting and fun project. 
During testing the original concerns on fragility and flipping have 
been re-affirmed with 2 buoy hits resulting in snapped carbon 
fibre booms and several flips due to too much throttle. Hence the 
fluorescent yellow to show which way is up! All down to my poor 
driving I’m afraid. 
New F600Bs & Modifications
We are in the process of building 4 new F600Bs. Two are at an 
advanced stage of construction and will be finished very soon. 
They are spoken for in that they fulfil requests from members 
who will be racing them. The others will be finished later and be 
available for members to buy if they would like to join in racing.
While building we decided to dispense with the battery platform 
which offers a number of advantages. It makes construction 
simpler and allows the battery pack to sit lower in the hull which 
will help the handling. There is also a slight weight reduction and 
it gives more scope for the pack to be moved around to achieve 
the best balance. These modifications will require a minor 
change to the rules which will be updated accordingly. 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Chairman & Tug Leader 
Tony Simons 

Tel: 07747 642234 
Email: tony406@btinternet.com 

Club Secretary, Voice Pipe 
Editor & Fast Electrics Leader 

 Dave Parker 
Tel: 0118 9700162 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

Club Treasurer 
 Peter Butler 

Email: 
ox119py.mtmbc@gmail.com

The drive set up with new 
prop and shaft aligned with 
the planing surfaces. The 
drive is off-set to the right to 
counteract torque steer. 

New turn fin profile. The 
curve is designed to minimise 
lifting in right hand turns

It’s a tight squeeze for such large batteries

mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Existing owners may want to consider removing the battery 
platforms from their boats.   
Due to the scarcity of the Graupner propellers currently used on 
the F600Bs and the cessation of production we are looking for a 
suitable replacement. To this end we will be evaluating various 
other propeller options over the coming months.
First meeting of 2022
It was a beautiful day for the first scheduled F/E meeting on 
Saturday 26th March with Sunshine and a light to moderate 
breeze which caused some handling issues especially for the 
Wacky Racers and Mono1s. 
A modest start to the season’s scheduled events with only 7 
racers taking the opportunity to test & tweak their boats. It was a 
good days boating and along with many practice laps we were 
able to run races for Club500s, F600Bs, Wacky Races and Mono 
1s.  
Thank you to Paul & Mike who just came along to watch but 
were kind enough to help us with scoring the races. 
These results do not count towards the championship standings 
unlike this months scheduled meeting on Saturday the 23rd 
which is round 1 of the championships. As always there will be 
plenty of opportunity to ‘Run What YA Brung’ between races and 
later in the day.  

See you lakeside soon 
Dave 

Tug Towing by Tony Simons
Our first meeting in April is Saturday 9th from 10 am.
All are welcome even if you don’t have a tug, we usually have a 
club tug available plus a variety of barges of varying sizes to 
practice towing. There will always be a basic course for less 
experienced skippers with advice on hand to reduce the 
occasions the tow rope finds a propellor. (It still happens to us 
all, there is a magnetic attraction between props and ropes)
For the seasoned skippers I will have devised a challenging 
course, I will bring the new large tow sadly the new large tow 
hasn’t been “Jumboized” but once the gardening trailer and jack 
up platform are complete, I will hopefully be able to give it some 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Yachting Leader 
John Price 

Tel: 0118 941 4766 
Email: jetpipe@talktalk.net 

Ladies & Associates Rep.  
Janet Burch 

Tel: 01635 34403  
Email: janetburch5@gmail.com  

Saga Sailing Co-ordinator 
Alan Whitbread 

Tel:07765 263718 
Email:orsonkarte@btinternet.com

Latest boat without the battery pack platform showing the 
new arrangement for holding the battery pack.

mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
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time.
If we have sufficient tug power, we could tow ourselves around 
on the pontoon? It would make an unusual promotion picture for 
the club.
As ever I am open to ideas to add interest.
If you are interested, we can run the tug towing competition it is 
long overdue for the trophies to change hands.
Let's hope for good weather and rope free props.

Tony
Yachting by John Price
The race starter batteries are charged, the score sheets are 
ready and I've charged up my transmitter and yacht batteries. 
The servos and winches are all working and the sheets and 
rigging are in good condition. 

        ALL ready for our regatta on the 3rd of April.   
Scale by Lawrie Cooper

The Flight of the Condor
About 3 years ago, I thought it was time for another boat, and I 
started thinking about a Seacat.  The complicated hull shape and 
the use of two water jets hidden in the depths of the hulls meant 
it would be awkward.  Also, the likely weight suggested that the 
centre section wouldn't be clear of the water.
Seacats have been used on the channel crossings and are still 
running to the Channel Islands.  However, in the days of 
"Bergerac", hydrofoils were in use, and I wondered if one might 
be a suitable project.  

A little research revealed that plans of the “Rapier” hydrofoil were 
available from Cornwall Model Boats.  This was a simple hull, 
with foils, and a basic superstructure, harbouring an IC engine.  
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Membership Secretary 
Jeanette Hughes 

membership.MTMBC@gmail.com 

Scale Leader 
Lawrie Cooper 

Tel: 0118 941 9142 
Email: 
lawriecooper@btopenworld.com 

Club Contacts - 
Volunteers 

Webmaster 
Chris Withey  

Tel: 01264 362652 
Email: chriswithey@sky.com

mailto:membership.MTMBC@gmail.com
mailto:lawriecooper@btopenworld.com
mailto:chriswithey@sky.com


 Issue 174 April 2022

Surely, a modern brushless motor would put out enough power 
for it to rise majestically from the water.  Several different types 
of hydrofoil boats had been used over the years, so a little 
artistic license should result in a suitable superstructure.
So the "Rapier" plans and some thin plywood were acquired.  
The bulkheads were moved to equal spacing, as the motor takes 
up less space than an IC engine.  The motor was placed at the 
front as low as possible, as the prop shaft would be at a steeper 
than normal angle, with the hull, but not the propeller, being out 
of the water.  The weight of the motor would be balanced out by 
a 3 cell lipo as far back as possible.  Hopefully, it would not be 
too top heavy.   

The large Mtronics motor had 
no provision for water cooling, 
which would be problematic, 
as the hull is out of the water, 
so I found a small electric fan 
to assist cooling.
Legs for the foils were made 
from aluminium strip, and the 
foils themselves from rounded 
strip.  It’s amazing what you 
can find on eBay.  
They were bolted to the slab-sided hull with nylon bolts which 
are supposed to break if you hit something.  The rear foil is not V 
shaped, but has a flat bottom as this takes up less room. 
The superstructure was also made from thin ply, and based on 
the Channel Island boats, most of which had windows in the hull, 
which could be as fatal as the gun ports on the Marie Rose.  

Various embellishments were also made, including inflating life 
rafts, life belts, radar and radio aerials, a mast, railings and a 
“CONDOR” Sticker.  This finishing off has still to be done and 
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Bought some 'rocket salad' 
yesterday but it went off before I 
could eat it! 

I just had a physical. 
The doctor said, 
"Don't eat anything fatty” 
I said. 
"Like bacon and burgers?" 
He said, 
"No fatty, don't eat anything" 

My friend's wife left him last week. 
She said she was going out for milk 
and never came back. 
I asked him how he was coping. 
He said, 
"Not bad. I've been using some of 
that powdered stuff" 

A woman noticed her husband 
standing on the bathroom scales, 
sucking in his stomach. 
"Ha! That's not going to help," she 
said. 
"Sure, it does," he said. "It's the 
only way I can see the numbers.” 

Four worms were placed in four 
separate test tubes: 
1st in beer 
2nd in wine 
3rd in whiskey 
4th in mineral water 
The next day, the teacher shows 
the results: 
The 1st worm in beer, dead. 
The 2nd in wine, dead. 
The 3rd in whiskey, dead. 
The 4th in mineral water, alive and 
healthy. 
The teacher asks the class: 
-What do we learn from this 
experience? 
And a child responds: 
-Whoever drinks beer, wine and 
whiskey, 
does not have worms,
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other items will be added.
Initial tests in the water were good.  It rises up out of the water 
well, and is relatively stable, but the steering isn't as precise as 
I'd like.  Although the 
rudder should be totally 
immersed, I suspect the 
wake from the front foil 
affects the water flow to 
the rudder.  There can be 
a considerable list but it 
does appear to be self-
righting.  I'm considering 
either ailerons, like the 
plans, or a triple rudder 
system. 
Whilst boats like this aren't usually waterproofed, this really does 
throw the water about.  It now needs the finishing off, and a drain 
hole. 

Lawrie 
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I told my suitcases that there will be 
no vacation this year. 
Now I'm dealing with emotional 
baggage.  

An Irish priest was transferred to 
Texas. Father O’Malley rose from 
his bed one morning. It was a fine 
spring day in his new west Texas 
mission parish: 
He walked to the window of his 
bedroom to get a deep breath of 
the beautiful day outside. He then 
noticed there was a jackass lying 
dead in the middle of his front lawn.
He promptly called the local police 
station. The conversation went like 
this: “Good morning. This is 
Sergeant Jones. How might I help 
you?”
“And the best of the day te yerself. 
This is Father O’Malley at St. Ann’s 
Catholic Church. There’s a jackass 
lying dead in me front lawn and 
would ye be so kind as to send a 
couple of o’yer lads to take care of 
the matter?”
Sergeant Jones, considering 
himself to be quite a wit and 
recognizing the foreign accent, 
thought he would have a little fun 
with the good father, replied. “Well 
now Father, it was always my 
impression that you people took 
care of the last rites!”
There was dead silence on the line 
for a long moment…….
Father O’Malley then replied. “Aye, 
’tis certainly true, but we are also 
obliged to notify the next of kin first, 
which is the reason for me call.”
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