VOiCe<<<<<<>>>>>>pipe

The Newsletter of
The Mid-Thames Model Boat Club

July 2024 Issue 183

Chairlady’s Corner Bumper Edition
................................................. 12 pages of materiel from the club | hope you will find interesting.

* Visit to Model Boat Mayhem
» At the Lake

Fast Electrics

» Championships
» Gastro Chatter
* Soldering

Tug Towing

* Weed Guard
Trading Post Specf.at

* Yachts & a Tug For

Sale = = SR :
Dates for your diary The Fast Electric crowd with the 2023 trophy winners and their
................................................. boats. Missing Dave Parker the photographer
* Wed 3rd July 10am >
Midweek Mariners Chairlady’s Corner By Wiki Daniels

All types of boat are welcome

+ Sat 6th July Round 5
Yachting
Fiesta/Victoria 10am > 1pm
Handicap(Any yacht)1pm>4pm

The cooler weather has meant good boating conditions
have continued at the lake, and there have been some
excellent weekends filled with tug-towing, fast electrics and
sailing. Now the warmer weather has arrived we’ll have to
see how long the weed holds off for. Hopefully the British

* Wed 10th July 10am > weather will return soon, lol!

Midweek Mariners )

All types of boat are welcome We’ve extended a warm welcome to a couple of Hinksey
. Sat 13th July Round 4 boat club members — Lloyd and Steve — who have joined

us for some of our sailing weekends. Hinksey has been
having trouble with a rather aggressive swan, which has
sabotaged three boats so far, in a very destructive manner.
The chairman of Hinksey boat club narrowly missed
prosecution as he was reported to the RSPCA for shooting
the swan with a water pistol. Luckily he escaped conviction

Tugs & Scale 10am > 4pm
Free sailing & competition

* Wed 17th July 10am >
Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

’ \S;:Lﬁg:‘r;July e i |9 as the RSPCA doesn't classify water pistols as offensive
DF95 10am > 1pm weapons.
IOM 1pm >4pm Model Boat Mayhem

+ Wed 24th July 10am > Several members attended Model Boat Mayhem at
Midweek Mariners Wickstead Park on 25-26 May this year. Leo and | went
All types of boat are welcome along for both days and camped overnight. The first day

was perfect weather with sunshine and a light wind. There
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- Sat 27th July Round 5
Fast Electrics 10am > 4pm

Club500, F600B, Wacky Races,
Mono 1 & Run What Ya Brung

* Wed 31st July 10am >

Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

- Sat 3rd Aug Round 6
Yachting
Fiesta/Victoria 10am > 1pm

Handicap Any yacht 1pm > 4pm

* Wed 7th Aug 10am >

Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

- Sat 10th Aug Round 5

Tugs & Scale 10am > 4pm
Free sailing & competition

* Wed 14th Aug 10am >

Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

+ Sat 17th Aug Round 6
Yachting
DF95 10am > 1pm
IOM 1pm >4pm
* Wed 21st Aug 10am >

Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

- Sat 24th Aug Round 6

Fast Electrics 10am > 4pm
Club500, F600B, WackyRaces,
Mono 1 & Run What Ya Brung

* Wed 28th Aug 10am >

Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

- Sat 31st Aug Round 7
Yachting
Fiesta/Victoria 10am > 1pm

Handicap Any yacht 1pm > 4pm

* Wed 4th Sept 10am >

Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

+ Sat 7th Sept Round 6

Tugs & Scale 10am > 4pm
Free sailing & competition

* Wed 11th Sept 10am >

Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

Sat 14th Sept Round 7
Yachting

DF95 10am > 1pm
IOM 1pm >4pm
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were all sorts of boats — hovercraft, scale boats,
battleships, a Henry Hoover! and a dalek! straight runners,
ICs, sailing boats, life boats, submarines, anything you can
think of.

Everyone was really friendly, and there was a continuous
supply of tea, coffee, bacon sandwiches and cake, plus
lots of boat talk of course. The second day consisted of a
few sharp showers but we dodged most of them and had
another enjoyable day. A video of the weekend can be
seen here: https://youtu.be/O7-2Nxg9ELM

At the lake
Table extension:

One of the tables has been
extended in part to provide
more area for technical
adjustments to boats but
also to allow the installation
of a plywood box beneath
to house “Endeavor” This
will enable her to be kept in
one piece reducing the
time to be ready for launch and recovery also a trolley on
100mm rubber tired castors will convey “Endeavor” from
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+ Wed 18th Sept
Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

+ Sat 21st Sept Round 7
Fast Electrics 10am > 4pm
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races,
Mono 1 & Run What Ya Brung

+ Wed 25th Sept
Midweek Mariners
All types of boat are welcome

10am >

10am >

July 2024

the box to platform and back.

(Anyone up for the challenge to motorise and radio control
the trolley?)

Weed cutting platform:

The weed-cutting platform is being renovated for use it will
have extra flotation with a full deck at the front to provide a
larger work area, which will facilitate the trimming of
overhanging willow branches, weed cutting, and bank
vegetation maintenance.

Bramble invasion:

There are pruning secateurs inside the storage lock up on
the left-hand side on top of the worktop a few moments of
trimming back any brambles going into overdrive will help
to prevent their takeover.

Wiki
Fast Electrics by Paul Garson
The second quarter of 2024 is already over, how time flies

when you are having fun and we already have three
rounds of the 2024 Championship completed.

The Fast Electric testing and practising Saturdays are
always well attended and worth a visit to see how
enthusiastically and seriously the racers across all classes
take things. These have seen Dave and Tim trying to get
the last bit of speed from their boats as can be said for the
rest of the racers. Nice to see Bill and Barry out on the
Saturdays, even if they do not race, and it is great to see
Edwin getting his Mono1 boat sort and should soon be
mixing it up with the rest of the racers.

At the May meeting | shook up the regular race order for
each of the classes where the Club500 and F600B classes
were run before the lunch break and the Wackys and
Mono1 classes run after the lunch break. As to try and
keep everyone involved during the course of the day |
started the day with a Club500 race, followed by a Wacky
race, then an F600B race and completing the races with a
Mono1 one. This was then repeated until all three races for
each class had been run. It certainly kept the racers
involved and when not racing they were able to assist with
race control and scoring. And while we on that subject a
very big thank you to all who assist to make race days a
success.

So far we have been fortunate and the blanket weed has

Full results for the Rounds 1, 2 and 3 races are completed
and can be found under the Fast Electric section on the
website. A worthwhile visit and will certainly dish up a few
surprises.

Championships

The Championship positions after three rounds are:
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Club Contacts - Your
Committee

Chairlady
Wiki Daniels
Tel: 01491 681547
Email: wiki.daniels@gmail.com

Assistant Chairman
& Tug Leader
Tony Simons
Tel: 07747 642234
Email: tony406@btinternet.com

Club Secretary
& Voice Pipe Editor
Dave Parker
Tel: 0118 9700162
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

Club500

Position
1

2

Position
1
2
3
4

5

Wacky Racing

Mono 1

Position

1

2

Position

Name
Paul Garson
Leo Daniels
Wiki Daniels
Mike Durrett

Tont Simons

Name
Leo Daniels
Greenslade
Wiki Daniels
Tony Simons

Alan Burgess

Name
Dave Parker
Tim Koztowski
Steve Greenslade
Leo Daniels

Jason Colins-Webb

Name
Tim Koztowski
Dave Parker
Greenslade
Leo Daniels
Jason Colins-Webb

Bill Campbell

July 2024

Points
27
18

12

Points
24
18

14

Points
24
21

10

Points
27
16

14
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Club Contacts - Your
Committee

Club Treasurer
Peter Butler
Email:
ox119py.mtmbc@gmail.com

i‘:!‘é)ﬂ'

Yachting Leader
John Price
Tel: 0118 941 4766

Email: jetpipe@talktalk.net

Tony & Lawrie
Midweek Mariners Co-
ordinators

Tel: 07747 642234

Email: tony406@btinternet.com
Tel: 0118 941 9142

Email:
lawriecooper@btopenworld.com

July 2024

During lunch break of Round 3 on the 18th May Wiki very
kindly presented the 2023 Championship winners and
runners up with their trophies. It was good to see Steve,
Leo and Wiki receiving well earned ‘silverware’.

Winner of the Mono1 class
Tim Kozlowski

Paul presents Runner up in
the Club500 class to Wiki
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Club Contacts - Your
Committee

Membership Secretary
Jeanette Hughes
membership. MTMBC@gmail.com

July 2024

Above Steve Greenslade
receiving the runners up
trophy in the Mono 1 class

Above Winner of the Wacky
Racers class Tim
Kozlowski

Fast Electrics Leader
Paul Garson
Tel: 07853 274016
Email: paulg109g@gmail.com

Scale Leader
Lawrie Cooper
Tel: 0118 941 9142

Email:
lawriecooper@btopenworld.com

Steve Greenslade being Paul Garson receiving the
presented with the Runners  winners Club500 trophy
up trophy for the Wacky

Races class
- -
oA

Winner of the F600B class
Paul Garson

Proud Mum presenting her
son with his Runners up
trophy for the F600B class

In the coming months we have planned a riggers,
hydroplane and cat day. Dates can be found on the Club’s
event calendar. So get yours ready, whether it be electric
or nitro powered. Come on guys, let's make this day a real
success.

By the time this is published Round 4 will have been
completed and as usual results will be available on the
website.

Dave will be including an article, with each issue, to cover
more of the technical side associated with getting the most
from a fast electric boat and also the best way to do things
like soldering and so on. Cannot wait to see what his
column will be called. Thanks Dave and | know we will all
benefit from your vast expertises. Keep your eyes open for
a VP special on set up & tuning a F/E Race boat.
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Club Contacts -
Volunteers

Webmaster
Chris Withey

Tel: 01264 362652

Email: chriswithey@sky.com

Trading Post

Trading Post is an area
where members can advertise
their model parapherhalia.
So if you have to sell, swap,
or just want something send
contact details, brief
description and a picture if
possible to:-
Park‘erée-z@b(:ihkerue&.com

For Sale

GSM-015 GPS Enabled GNSS
Remote Speedometer & Altimeter
Data Tracking Device for Vehicle,
RC Car, Boat, Plane, Rocket, and
Quadcopter. £20

Dave Parker

Tel: 0118 9700162

Email: parker42@btinternet.com

July 2024

As always Fast Electrics remain well supported and the
racers remain very competitive in each class, so the
balance of the season should really start to heat up.

GASTRO Chatter by Paul Garson

The GASTRO (gas/nitro) day was scheduled for 11th June
and only two nitro boats pitched up, Steve Greenslade with
his rigger and myself with my Crackerbox. Steve did not
have too much success in getting his rigger going but |
was fortunate and had a really good run with the
Crackerbox, however there is still development work to be
done to stop the boat porpoising. The input from Dave
should cure, hopefully by having a flatter drive the issue
will be solved.

Come on you guys with nitro and gas boats stored away,
dust off the cobwebs and get them on the water.

See you Lakeside

Paul
Dave’s Racing Tweaks - Soldering

Introduction

Poor soldered joints can be the cause of many reliability
issues particularly where high currents are involved as
they frequently are in Fast Electric racing boats.

Making a good soldered joint can be problematic without
the right equipment and soldering techniques. Here are a
few things | have picked up over the years which may help
some of our members.

Equipment

For most jobs in model
boating an 80Watt soldering
iron is satisfactory however if
soldering any connectors 6
mm diameter or above, or
making up NiMh stick packs,
a 100 Watt iron is a better
option.

For soldering medium to large
connectors a larger bit is
better because it holds more
heat which can be transferred
to the item to be soldered
effectively without
cooling the bit too

much.

Choose an iron with
interchangeable bits to
cope with a range of
jobs from small R/C
equipment to medium
and larger connectors.

The hammer head bits
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ARRRR...

Some old, some new, but all
still terrible.

What do the sailors use to
clean their noses when they
have a cold?

Anchor-chiefs!

What activity do zombies like
to do on a cruise ship?
They like to shuffle-board!

What'’s the world’s most
efficient bilge pump?
A scared man with a bucket.

What is the name of the
captain of a boat made of
cork?

Bobby

How do you get fresh milk from
a boat?
By pulling on its rudder.

How did they label the boxes
of snails that were loaded on
the barge?

S-cargo.

Did you know that you can fit
any boat on your head like a
hat, if you flip it over?

That makes it capsized.

July 2024

shown in the pictures are designed for soldering NiMh cells
into stick packs.

Beware of irons advertised as high wattage that only have
small bits because they will not hold the heat and they are
not good for larger soldering jobs.

In general 60% tin 40% lead Rosin cored solder for
electronics is suitably for most joints as it has flux in the
core which helps to prepare the surfaces and hence make
a good soldered joint.

Holding wires & connectors

When soldering items the solder naturally wants to flow
down hill because of gravity so it is better to position the
item being soldered such that the solder flows where you
want it to go. It is not so important when tinning wire as
capillary action helps to distribute the solder.

Whatever device is being used to hold the item being
soldered it should be thermally isolated from the item. This
is to prevent heat being lost to the holding device by
conduction.

Pictured right is a
simple wooden block
designed to hold 3.5
and 4mm diameter
connectors and a
commercial block which
will hold many different
types and sizes. Both
provide good thermal
isolation.

The adjustable ‘Helping
Hands’ crocodile clip
device is very useful
particularly for holding
wires and connectors in
difficult to get to places.
In many cases the
small contact area of
the toothed clips
prevent too much heat
being conducted away
from the item. Pictured
right is a more
sophisticated version of
Helping Hands with a
soldering iron support,
clamp and magnifier,
that our Webmaster says is ideal for the mature modeller
with long sight and unsteady hands!

This one came from Lidl but there are similar on Amazon
for a good price. https://amzn.eu/d/cnh6bgU
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A catamaran sailing in the
frostbite series race lost its
mast and was nearly
overturned by a large wave.
The headline in the club
newsletter the next day was,
‘Cata-frostic Dismaster.’

Why did the Pirate give his
ship a coat of paint?
Its timbers were shivering.

What do you call a boat full of
mean potatoes?
A dictatorship.

And now some for our Deputy

1. You canal-ways count on
water to go with the flow.

2. I'd tell you a canal pun, but
it’s watered down.

3. | like canals. They’re just my
type of stream.

4. | have a lot of emotional
canal-gage.

5. | was in denial about how
much | love the Suez Canal.

6. | tried rowing down the
canal, but | was paddling in
circles.

7. What did the fish say after
swimming through the canal?
“Dam that was tiring!”

8. Can you lock it? Yes, canal!

9. I’'m so canal-savvy, you
might as well call me the lock-
ness monster.

10. Canals are quite moving, if
you think about currents.
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Preparation

All items to be soldered should be clean and grease free.
This is not much of a problem with new connectors and
wires but older items can be dirty and may have
accumulated an oxide layer which will make them difficult
to solder.

All Items should be clean and bright with any dull surface
scraped and then cleaned with a suitable solvent such as
Isopropanol alcohol.

The face of the bit in the hot iron must also be clean and
free from slag. It can be wiped on a damp sponge, an old
cotton rag or use a soft brass wire brush.

Tinning

Both items to be soldered first need to be tinned. This
means applying solder to both items before attempting to
solder them together. In the case of the multi strand wires
we use it is important that the solder soaks into the bundle
of wires and is distributed all the way round. Connectors
with cups to take the soldered wire should be about half
filled with solder so when the joint is made the cup is full.

When applying solder make sure the iron is clean and has
a layer of solder on the face of the bit. It should look bright,
shinny and wet. Apply the bit to the item being tinned and
make sure there is good thermal contact by keeping the bit
in contact. If the item is not getting hot enough for the
solder to melt, feed a bit of solder into the contact point
between the bit and the item, to improve the heat transfer.

Making the joint

With both items tinned
position them correctly
so the solder will flow
where you want it to go.
They should be close to
each other with one item,
say the connector, firmly
held and the wire placed
where it can be pushed
into the connector with a
free hand. In this picture
the 4mm connector has
yet to be tinned but it is
held in a crocodile clip
with the vent hole in the
cup showing. When
tinned it is easy to see
how much solder is being applied to the cup and when the
wire is pushed into the cup it is possible to see if the cup is
filled properly without any air gaps.

Apply the iron to the connector until the solder melts.
Keeping the bit in contact and push the tinned wire into the
connector holding the iron there until both lots of solder
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11. ’'m reading a book on the
history of canals, it’s got a lot
of depth to it.

12. A boat in the canal is worth
two on the dock.

13. You have to be a little
barge-inning to get the best
canal deals.

14. My friend wrote a song
about a canal. It had a catchy
leek motif.

15. Canals are a boat time, if
you ask me.

16. | have a funny canal joke,
but it might be too off stream.

17. Did you know I’'m a canal
expert? | have a PhD in
irrigationship!

18. | told my wife | love her
more than the Panama Canal.
She said that’s a lot of locks.

19. I'm no fan of canals, to be
honest. Too main-stream for
me.

20. You might think canal
humour is lame, but it has its
niche market.

July 2024

have melted into one and the cup is filled with solder.
Remove the iron and HOLD THE JOINT STILL until the
solder has set. If more solder is needed reheat the joint
and feed in more solder. The joint should be bright &
shinny not dull & matt which may indicate a poor or dry
joint.

Finishing off

All flux must be clean from the joint ether by scraping or
using a solvent like Isopropanol alcohol to soften the flux
and wipe it off. It is important to do this because in the
longer term the corrosive substances in the flux can
damage the joint.

It is a good idea to cover the joint and exposed parts of the
connector with heat shrink sleeving. This electrically
insulates the joint and also provides some mechanical
support for the wire where it exits the connector.

Tips & tricks

Silicone tube is a handy thermal insulator and is useful to
temporarily push over connectors particularly if they are
being held by crocodile clips or pliers. It also helps to keep
any excess solder or flux from getting onto the connective
parts of the connector.

Oxide can build up on the outside of copper wire giving it a
dull brown appearance. The wire should be scraped clean
before attempting a soldered join.

The wires in motor windings have to be insulated from
each other. A varnish or enamel is often used and it may
be brown, golden or even completely transparent. If these
wires are used to exit the motor housing and to join to the
motor connectors the enamel must be completely cleaned
off and the copper exposed so it is bright & shinny
otherwise it will not solder properly.

When soldering it is easy to splash small amounts of
solder away from the iron, joint or item that is being worked
on so it is important to keep the work space clear of
anything that may suffer if a spot of hot solder lands on it.
Lipo batteries or Laptop screens for example.

See you lake side
Dave
Tug Towing by Tony Simons
I am pleased to write the numbers attending have been

good, the weed has been minimal until this month but
blanket weed to date hasn’t been dominant.

Dave with his SDM (Ship Docking Module) has become a
YouTube star, slipping sideways and pirouetting in the
background when not appearing in towing barges or
“Endeavor” with co-star Richard. | have replied to one
viewer who had picked up that Dave and Richard’s boats
are from Mobile Marine Models (Tugs Are Us)

10
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Unless told otherwise | will continue with the ad-hoc
buoyed courses as they seem to provide a challenge
without being impossible plus they are relatively quick to
set out and recover. They are principally set for tugs but
can be used as a Scale obstacle/timed course, | suggest
we set some time aside to try a bit of Scale competition.

My thanks to all involved in stretching one of the tables to
permit fitting a plywood box beneath to house “Endeavor”
in one piece, again time will be saved in deploying and
recovering. A 12-volt pump used to ballast, and de-ballast
will be left inside “Endeavor” | won’t leave the battery | use
as it is Lipo requiring charging at home.

Under slow construction is a crane to mount on one of the
barges. The aim is to have a tug on either side of the
barge to position it to lift a box from “Endeavour” to the
land this requires two skippers to co-ordinate and a third to
be the crane operator.

This year weed guards
as fitted to my tug
Azimuth drives, made
from zinc mesh,
stainless steel mesh
has been used
previously but it tended
to have stray wires
fraying from the edges
but the zinc mesh is
pressed from a sheet it
is straightforward to
cut, and form around the edges then PVC tape is used to
hold it in position.

Tony

Trading Post S[oe{‘:iai

Several boats and bits that have been donated to us to
raise funds for the club. Please take a look and let me

11
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know if you would like to purchase one. All proceeds will
go towards club funds. If you are interested, please make
offers to the Treasurer on ox119py.mtmbc@gmail.com

590 sail number 22. Complete with 40MHz (765) radio Tx
and Rx, sail winch and steering servo. Needs new deck
patches, batteries and some tlc.

590 sail number 23. Complete with 40MHz (675) radio Tx
and Rx, sail winch and steering servo. Needs new deck
patches, batteries and a some tlc.

12

Garnock tug, 50 cm long —
very well made model
complete with wooden case
and display stand. Needs
radio, ESC and batteries.
Steering servo is fitted but
probably needs attention.

Radio 27 MHz transmitter —
Daehwa DH-2T 27R 2
channel (needs crystal)

Radio 27 MHz transmitter —
Futaba Attack-2 2 channel
(complete with orange
crystal)
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